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National Archives at Atlanta
Textual Research Room is open

Monday – Friday, 9:00 – 4:00
by appointment only

Computer Room is not open at this time

atlanta.archives@nara.gov

5780 Jonesboro Road  Morrow, GA 30260
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Prior to the 
Railroad Retirement Board

• Individual companies had pension plans, but were 
generally inadequate (no disability, financially unstable)

• Great Depression drove railroad pension system into a 
state of crisis

• Railroad Retirement Act of 1934 established RRB

• Legal issues delayed payments of benefits until 1936
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Railroad Retirement Board (RRB)

Created in 1935 to provide benefits to railroad workers

• Retirement

• Survivor

• Unemployment

• Disability
Photo Courtesy of Library of Congress
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RRB Timeline

1974-Introduction of a two tier benefit system

1965-Medicare benefits added

1951-Spousal benefits added

1946-Survivor, sickness, and occupational disability benefits added

1938-Unemployment benefits added

1936-Retirement benefits with limited disability
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RRB Records at the National Archives at Atlanta

• We hold approximately 56,000 cubic feet of records

• Over 1.5 million files dating 1937-2000

• Files accessioned to NARA had been inactive for at least 7 years prior to 2010

• Possible privacy restrictions due to medical information and third party information
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Database
RG184 RRB
Claim # Location SSN Last Name First Name Date of Birth Date of Death
A099635 X011 704180320 GILLESPIE H 08/00/1880 00/00/1960
A099636 X008 704030068 CROUNSE G 06/00/1873 00/00/0000
A099638 X008 715123357 HANICAK A 01/00/1877 11/00/1961
A099647 X019 718161414 KIRBY E 12/00/1876 12/00/1946
A099649 X011 712017004 LEE A 09/00/1876 00/00/1939
A099650 X010 713120256 MALONE H 05/00/1874 00/00/1946
A099651 X014 701098993 NYREEN C 01/00/1873 00/00/1950
A099655 X008 714144168 SAUNDERS W 03/00/1878 00/00/0000
A099665 X008 704146964 BURNETT J 09/00/1877 00/00/1948
A099666 X009 702143299 FURST F 11/00/1873 00/00/0000
A099667 X010 715141376 CATER C 09/00/1877 00/00/1943
A099669 X018 719073677 THOMPSON R 10/00/1900 07/00/1950
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About the Claim Numbers

Social Security Numbers beginning with 700-728 were issued by the RRB

• Prefixes to 6 digit claim numbers:
A=Retired employee
D=Survivor annuitant
H=Widow/Widower
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Typical Documents in the 
RRB Files Relating to Genealogy
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Application for Annuity

Includes:
• Date and Place of Birth
• Parents’ Names
• Mother’s Maiden Name
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Statement of Service Rendered prior to January 1, 1937

Includes:
• Date and Place of Birth
• Parents’ Names
• Dates of Service Prior to 1937
• Name of Railroad and Occupation
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Application for Spousal Annuity

Includes:
• Spouse’s Maiden Name
• Spouse’s Date and Place of Birth
• Spouse’s Parents’ Name
• Spouse’s Mother’s Maiden Name
• Spouse’s Prior Marriages
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Statement Regarding Student

Third Party
SSN Redacted
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Designation of Beneficiary

Includes:
• Beneficiary’s Name and Maiden Name if 

Applicable
• Secondary Beneficiaries-Date of Birth and 

Relationship to Employee
• Employer and Occupation
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Birth Certificate, Baptism, & Bible Verification
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Adoption Papers
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Marriage Certificate and Verification
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Divorce Papers
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Death Certificate & State of Death by Funeral Director
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Form G-91 Verification of Records

Birth Marriage Marriage & Military Service
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Correspondence
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More Correspondence
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The Rest of the File
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How to Order or View the Records

• Claimant’s Name
• Social Security Number
• RRB Claim Number
• Date of Birth 
• Date of Death

Ancestry.com  https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61597/
Midwest Genealogy Center https://quicklook.midwestgenealogycenter.org/

To schedule an appointment or to order copies of the records, please email atlanta.archives@nara.gov
We are open Monday-Friday, 9:00-4:00, by appointment only

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61597/
https://quicklook.midwestgenealogycenter.org/
mailto:atlanta.archvies@nara.gov
mailto:atlanta.archvies@nara.gov
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Questions?

Thank You!

Photo courtesy of Library of Congress
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