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SCHOQL BUILDJING AUTHORITY

Separate but equal.

Act approved February, 1951.
Provige essential structures,
Minimum quality standards required.
Lé6cal controls preserved.
Construction underway, contracts
let ar projects approved for over
100 ceunty and independent systemse.
More tg follew,

Total pregram: $140,000,008.

Low interést rate: 2.6%.

Pleneer in natlon; ether states
following sult, even Alaska.
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The Freedmen's Bureau

The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (Record Group 105}, also known as the
Freedmen’s Bureau, was established in the War Department by an act of Congress on March 3, 1865. The
Bureau was responsible for the supervision and management of all matters relating to the refugees and
freedmen and lands abandoned or seized during the Civil War, duties previously shared by military
commanders and US Treasury Department officials. In May 1865, President Andrew Johnson appointed Maj.
Gen. Oliver Otis Howard as Commissioner of the Freedmen's Bureau. Howard's headquarters were in
Washington, DC, but assistant commissioners, sub-assistant commissioners, and agents conducted the
Bureau's daily operations in the former Confederate states, the border states, and the District of Columbia.

Although the Bureau was not abolished until 1872, the bulk of its work was conducted from June 1865 to
December 1868. While a major part of the Bureau’s early activities included the supervision of abandoned
and confiscated property, its mission was to provide relief and help formerly enslaved people become self-
sufficient.

Bureau functions included issuing rations and clothing, operating hospitals and refugee camps, and
supervising labor contracts between planters and freedpeople. The Bureau also managed apprenticeship
disputes and complaints, assisted benevolent societies in the establishment of schools, helped in legalizing
marriages entered into during slavery, and provided transportation to refugees and freedpeople who were
attempting to reunite with their family or relocate to other parts of the country. As Congress extended the life
of the Bureau, it added other duties, such as assisting Black soldiers and sailors in obtaining back pay, bounty
payments, and pensions.

Because the Bureau’s records contain a wide range of data about the African American experience during
slavery and Reconstruction, they are an invaluable source for historians, social scientists, and genealogists.

AMERICA'S FOUNDING DOCUMENTS

s . Re G133,

IN THE RENATE 0F THE UNITED STATES

HR 613 - An act to continue in force and to amend "An act to



Field Office Records

These records, organized by state, contain field office reports, letters received and sent, contracts, certificates, registers, censuses, affidavits, and other documents. The
field (or local) offices of the Bureau provided direct assistance to and contact with the formerly enslaved who were seeking relief. In addition to letters and accounts
directly from freed people, these records also contain documents from employers, landowners, and others that were involved in the mission of helping the formerly
enslaved become self-sufficient.

The records are rich with names and personal information of individuals whose correspondence includes marriage certificates, schooling information, labor contracts,
hospital records, complaints, relief rolls, land applications, requests for legal aid and protection, and trial summaries.
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Rcecords of the
Superintendent of Kducation
for the State of Georgia
Burcau ol Refugees,
Freedmen. and
Abandoned Lands

1S65-1870

RECORDS OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION
FOR THE STATE OF GECRGIA
BUREAU OF REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS
18651870

On the 28 rolls of this microfilm publication are repro-
duced the records of the Superintendent of Education for the
State of Georgla, Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned
lands, 1865-70, The records consist of 1l volumes of letters
sent, registers, and accounting records, and unbound letters and
reports received, They are a part of Record Group 105, Records
of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands.



In the sumer of 1865 Commissioner Howard ordered the Ase
sistant Cormissioners to designate a superintendent of schools
for each State. Consequently, in October 1865 General Saxton
appointed G, L, Eberhart as Superintendent of Schools for Georgla
and ordered him to report to General Tillson,

The Superintendent of Schools (later called Education) was
responsible for executing Bureau policies relating to the edue
cation of freedmen, The Bureau promoted the establishment of
sehools for freednen by offering advice, protection, and finan-
cial assistance to local citizens interested in starting schools.
The Superintendent frequently acted as an intermediary between
freedmen and members of the benevolent societies that offered
to provide teachers and aid for the schools. The Superintendent
corresponded with State and local authorities, with teachers,
and with Bureau officers stationed in the subdistricts. He col-
lected information about the schools and about the attitudes of
the white populace toward the education of the [reedman and re-
ported his findings to the Bureau headguarters in Washington,
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Freedmen's Bureau Digital Collection

Arrangement

The Freedmen's Bureau digital collection consists of 44 collections.

Headquarters

» Selected Series of Records Issued by the Commissioner of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865-
1872 (M742, 7 rolls)

» Registers and Letters Received by the Commissioner of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865-

1872 (M752, 74 rolls) Transcription in process
» Records of the Education Division of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865-1871 (M803, 35 rolls)

Superintendents of Education

« Alabama (M810, 8 rolls)

+ Arkansas (M980, 5 rolls) PARTIALLY TRANSCRIBED

« District of Columbia (M1056, 24 rolls) PARTIALLY TRANSCRIBED
» Georgia (M799, 28 rolls) PARTIALLY TRANSCRIBED

+ Louisiana (M1026, 12 rolls) PARTIALLY TRANSCRIBED

 North Carolina (M844, 16 rolls)

« Tennessee (M1000, 9 rolls)

» Texas (M822, 18 rolls) PARTIALLY TRANSCRIBED

« Virginia (1053, 20 rolls) PARTIALLY TRANSCRIBED
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Q Digital Only

Series 1: Letters Sent

Scope and Contents:

Description

The 6 volumes of letters sent, August 1, 1867—August 8, 1870, are arranged in chronological order.
They consist of press copies of letters sent by the Superintendent of Education, although the volumes
also include copies of a few letters sent by the Assistant Superintendent of Education and by the
Inspector of Schools. The legibility of some of the letters is poor and a few are not readable. A name

index is at the beginning of each volume.

Dates Container

1.1: Volume 1 (40) #58
1.2: Volume 2 (41) P58

1.3: Volume 3 (42) 538

Aug. 1,1867—Feb. 29, 1868

Feb. 29, 1868—Mar. 24, 1869

Mar. 24-July 27, 1869
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U.S.,, Freedmen's Bureau Records, 1865-1878 for Wm ] White
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William Jefferson White
(1831 - 1913)

Free person of Color

Began “secret” schools for freedmen and
enslaved

Freedmen’s Bureau Agent — charged with task
of organizing schools in the state of Georgia for
African American children.

Baptist Minister

Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue (1869)

Newspaper Editor and owner — The Georgia
Baptist

Trustee of Atlanta University, Augusta
Institute (Morehouse College) and Spelman
College
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PUBLIC LAWS. 27

Byatem of Public Instruction.

tion may prescribe, all necessary contracts in relation to providing Turutees to
fuel for schools, repairing, building or furnishing school houses, trsota for
purchasing or leasing school house sites, renting school houses, dine &
and making all other provisions necessary for the convenience and schools, &e.
prosperity of the schools within their districts; and the funds for
all such expenditures shall be raised by a tax levied upon the tax- rundsto
able pr;:l]pert of said district, and by assessment on the labor of Jrisd ™7
the qualified voters of the same, as may be determined by the
‘County Board of Education; and wherever an assessment is made Assessment
lunbtha labor of any voter, said assessment may be discharged by ™ ™
abor.,

Sec. 32. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
trustees, in their respective districts, to make all necessary ar-
rangements for the instruction of the white and colored youth of
the district in separate schools. They shall provide the same ate
facilities for each, both as regards school houses and fixtures, and S
the attainments and abilities of teachers, length of term, time, &c. ; goloredonil-
but the children of the white and colored races shall not be taught
together in any sub-district of the State.



Sec. 32. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
trustees, in their respective districts, to make all necessary ar-
rangements for the instruction of the white and colored youth of
the district in separate schools. They shall provide the same . Seperate
facilities for each, both as regards school houses and fixtures, and Fhite ana
the attainments and abilities of teachers, length of term, time, &o. ; goloredohil

but the children of the white and colored races shall not be tanght
together in any sub-district of the State.
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COURTESY OF THE HISTORIC NEW ORLEANS COLLECTION

Chase, John Churchill

were here ...

it .....n. ....\\. W; >
N y@\\\?\\ww.wﬁ.. ,..A...V.Amm,.éf.V/. .

In 1692 we



Plessy v.
Ferguson

In 1892, the Citizens' Committee asked Homer Plessy to agree to
violate Louisiana's Separate Car law that required the segregation of
passenger trains by race.

On June 7, 1892, Plessy, a fair skin African American, bought a first-
class ticket on the East Louisiana Railroad and sat in the "whites-
only" passenger car. When the conductor came to collect his ticket,
Plessy told him that he was 7/8 white and that he refused to sit in
the "blacks-only" car.

Plessy was immediately arrested after refusing to move to a car for
African Americans and was arrested and charged with violating the
Separate Car Act. put into jail and released the next day on a S500
bond.

At Plessy’s trial in Criminal District Court, Judge John H. Ferguson
dismissed his contention that the act was unconstitutional under the
Equal Protection Clause of the 14" amendment. After the state Supreme
Court affirmed the district court’s ruling, the case went to the U.S.
Supreme Court, and oral arguments were heard on April 13, 1896.



* The Fourteenth Amendment (1868) Section 1. All persons born or
naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof,

Eq Ud | are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.
No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
I privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any
P rOteCt 10N state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law;
C | dusSe .... Section 5: the Congress shall have power to

enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article




“Separate but Equal”

In 1896, the Supreme Court ruled
in Plessy v. Ferguson that, while the
object of the Fourteenth Amendment
was to create "absolute equality of the
two races before the law," such equality
extended only so far as political and
civil rights (e.g., voting and serving on
juries), not "social rights" (e.g., sitting in
a railway car one chooses). y

The ruling constitutionally sanctioned
laws barring African Americans from
sharing the same buses, schools and

other public facilities as whites—

known as “Jim Crow” laws —and
established the “separate but equa
doctrine that would stand for the next
six decades.

|II




Georgia Legislative Documents ~Search ~ Help

Content of Act/Resolution

ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA, PASSED AT ITS SESSION IN JULY AND AUGUST, 1872.

PART II. LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAWS.
TITLE III. MISCELLANEOUS.

1872 Vol. 1 -- Page: 490

Sequential Number: 379
Law Number: (No. 379 - 0. No. 424.)

Full Title: An act to provide for organizing a public school system for certain counties therein named, and for other purposes.

Section 1. The General Assembly of the State of Georgia do enact, That the boards of education for the counties of Montgomery, Dooly, Wilcox, Union, Colquitt, Worth, Laurens, Telfair, Appling, Clinch, Cotfee, Pulaski,
Dodge, Emanuel, Ware, Charlton, Dawson, Lumpkin, Fannin, Gilmer, Dade, Catoosa, Irwin, Bulloch, Taliaferro, Fayette, Berrien, Pierce, Echols, Taylor, Dawson, Hart, Oglethorpe, Thomas, Meriwether, Tatnall, Milton,
Clarke, Baldwin, Glynn, McIntosh, Lowndes, Paulding, Monroe, Houston, White and Macon shall be constituted, organized and compensated as provided for in sections 16, 17 and 18 of the school law of this State, passed
October 13, 1870, and January 19, 1872.

[Sidenote: Counties affected.|

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That the public school fund of said counties shall be used for the instruction of children of school age, in spelling, reading,
writing, arithmetic, English grammar and geography only; that the white and colored children shall be taught in separate schools, and the same
facilities shall be provided for each.

[Sidenote: What is to be taught.]



Separate
but Equal?

Local school boards allocated funds on an
unequal basis, often illegally skirting the
United States Supreme Court decision, Plessy
v. Ferguson. The 1896 Plessy ruling required
that all public accommodations must be
separate and equal.

Black schools almost always had insufficient
facilities. In some cases, they did not have
any facilities at all.



Teacher's average monthly salaries, 1910

MW African American B White
GA Department of Education Annual Report

$140.00
5$117.40
$120.00

$100.00

$80.00
$59.56

$60.00 $49.34
$39.28 >t

$40.00 P $25.72 525 69
P H
$0.00

Female - County Male - County Systems Female - Local Tax ~ Male - Local Tax Systems
Systems Systems




Public School
Teachers

Minimum
Salary, 1937-
1938

Schedule Minimum Salaries of Public School Teachers Adopted by Georgia Board

of Education For the School Year 1937-1938

(Teachers will be paid according to the type certificate or license held, as listed below.)

MONTHLY SALARY SCHEDULE FOR TEACHERS

White
Teachers holding county license $40.00
Teachers holding elementary certificates based on less than one year of college work... 50.00
Teachers holding elementary certificates based on one year of college work with less than
49 months of teaching experience 55.00
Teachers holding elementary certificates based on one year of college work with 49 months
of teaching experience™ ... 60.00
Teachers holding certificates based on TWO YEARS’ COLLEGE WORK
Provisional 60.00
Professional 65.00
Life Professional 70.00
Teachers holding certificates based on THREE YEARS’' COLLEGE WORK
Provisional 65.00
Professional 70.00
Life Professional 75.00
Teachers holding certificates based on FOUR YEARS’ (or more) COLLEGE WORK
Provisional 70.00
Professional 75.00
Life Professional 80.00

Colored
$25.00

35.00

37.50

40.00

45.00
47.50
50.00

50.00
52.50
55.00

55.00
57.50
60.00

#1t will be necessary for teachers claiming this rating to submit to the State Department of Education evidence showing mecessary teaching

experience.



Avg. Annual Salary for Teachers - 1938

Avg. Annual Salary for Teachers - 1938

$700.00
$600.00
$500.00
$400.00
$300.00
$200.00

$100.00

$0.00

Total Salary/Total teachers= avg. annual salary

H white teachers  m black teachers



AFRICAN AMERICAN SCHOOLS

Log

1930 Cement/stone
1% e

Brick
2%
97%
WHITE SCHOOLS
Log 1930 o= Cement/
0%___ / : stone

2%

Brick

29%

Frame
69%

AFRICAN AMERICAN SCHOOLS
1950

Cement)/
~ stone...

—_ Brick
7%
Frame
89%
WHITE SCHOOLS
L 1950 Cement/
0:;: P / stone

e -

9%

Frame

51% Brick

Building materials used to construct schoolhouses, Georgia Department of Education Annual Reports, 1930 and 1950.



Cost per pupil in Average Cost per pupil in Average
Daily Attendance, 1930 Daily Attendance, 1950

African American African American
[ =]
students walah students 570.59
White students White students JEIERN:Y,

0 10 20 30 40 50 0 50 100




Pumped Drinking Water - 1938

WHITE SCHOOLS BLACK SCHOOLS

HYes HNo HYes HNo




Pumped Drinking Water - 1948

WHITE SCHOOLS BLACK SCHOOLS

HYes HNo HYes HNo




Per Pupil Investment — Multiple Years

$180.00
$160.00
$140.00
$120.00
$100.00
$80.00
$60.00
$40.00

$20.00

1938 1945 1949

e hlack schools white schools

black schools white schools
1938$ 9.27 S 24.84
1945 $ 6.19 S 139.70
1949 S 20.52 S 158.51
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@ ONE TEACHER

A TWO TEACHER

H THREE TEACHIIU

i MU "TRACTIEIR

NEGRO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

IN GEORGIA

1941 -~1942
ACCORDING TO SIZE



Northern
Philanthropy

Northern philanthropists led efforts
to reform black education in the
South during the Jim Crow era. The
Rosenwald Fund was among the
most influential school reform
programs.




Northern

Philanthropy

Educational foundations developed that contributed to
African American education in the south

Northern Benevolent Institutions and churches

Northern Baptist missionaries

American Missionary Association (AMA)

John L. Slater Fund (1882-1937) Teacher training, salaries, and school
facilities

Anna T. Jeanes Fund (1908-1968) Hire black teachers and supervisors
and improve schools

General Education Board The Board was created in 1902 after John D.
Rockefeller [Standard Oil] donated an initial $1,000,000 dollars to its
cause. 1903-1964 grants for academic buildings, research programs,
faculty improvements, modernize farming practices

Peabody Education Fund (1867-1914) George Peabody financier and
philanthropist The main purpose of the fund was to aid elementary
education by strengthening existing schools. Because it was restricted
from founding new schools

Julius Rosenwald Fund (1912-1932) School building fund /

I
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Anna Thomas Jeanes

THE ANNA T. JEANES FUND

Jeanes teachers in Georgia have been paid in whole or in part by this
Fund. During the year 1930-31 the Jeanes Fund contributed $10,200 to the
salaries of Jeanes teachers in Georgia. The business of these travelling
teachers, working under the direction of the County Superintendents, is to
help and encourage the rural teachers, to introduce into the small country
schools simple home industries, to give talks and lessons on sanitation and
health, to promote the improvement of schoolhouses and school grounds, to
aid superint.enden_ts in securing qualified teachers, in actual supervision of
instruction in the individual class-rooms, and to organize clubs for the bet-
terment of the school and neighborhood.

At the present time there are twenty-nine Jeanes teachers working in
twenty-nine counties in Georgia. Three of these teachers have been added
during the month of February, 1931. These workers have much to do with the
development of increased interest in schools. Up to January 1stof this year
the twenty-six Jeanes teachers working in Georgia had raised for school
purposes, $3,777.60.
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GEORGIA JEAIES SUPERVISOR'S FINAL REPORT

o "

e)‘;’ _Bulloch  County
I. Humber of public 'schools according to teachers: 1_26 2 12 2 3
4 3 5 6 and larger Total _42

2. Number of teachers employed according to certification: C ounty License
. _45 Elementary certificate I7 Normal or Junior college __8 .,
. College _ 2 Total

2. Mumber of different schools visited this session _46
4, Average length of term in days Negro schools operated 160

5. Money raised during year: "
(a) To supplement salaries $ 288, (e) For term extension $_66.
(b) For new schools buildings 00.  (f) Libraries
(c¢) For school equipment $IO5. (g) $
(4) For schoolhouse repairs $_269, Total

6. lo. months contracted for 9

Date work begard/1/34 Dote.ended §5/31/35

7. Annual salary receiv

(a) Jeanes $ 285, fb)County Board of Education $_450Q, Total $.675,

. Amount allowed for travel above salary $ nothing

8. Ihusber of new buildings erected since Jl{l;}wlst .

Name of school fumber of classrooms Total cost

$

$

$

]

~ listed.
9. Iumber of buildings repaired since July lst I8 repsirec In gddition to those

lame of schools Nature of repairs made Cost
Pretorus completed cei;;xvf
Piney Grove New floor gnd ceiling 30.
Sommer Hill Jacked gp and ceiled 24
TGrimshaw Trnlerged $_T0.
_XNewton Grove Ceiled overhegd $ 20,

10, ITumber county-wide teachers meetinss held I3

11, List the three most difficult problems confronted by Jsanes supervisors
in efforts to improve Negro education in county
(a) Laxity in pa,p:ent of teachers.
t o

(1) -
(c) White 1andlords hinder proggesa of

12. 2riefly describe two achievements in $orz during term just ended

_(I) sponsored field dgx exercises so tmtJhe;.mmli.b;Med

jJsI:sI_1n_innI_hn1lding_p;aiﬂnll‘ln_addijion to
this have repaired 18,

s ate.70 (5. K.

13, Plans of supervisor for the summer:

tend summer school if_

___To_ ible and to work with projec
Will sponsor health program that was set ur durins the winter,
14, Address for the summer:
134 31itch St.Statesboro,Gae
} n ) Te

view St.Athens, Ga.

Date June I.I1935

Jeanes Superfisor
Approved:

County Superinten

ts.



11. List the three most difficult problems confronted by J:zsanes supervisors
in efforts to improve Negro education in county '

(o) Laxity in paymenti of teachers.

(b) ent bili or_pupils

(c) White landlords hinder grog:esa of h _qn_pla.n_t_j.ng_h_eging,




1949:
School
equalization
porogram

Herman E. Talmadge

Funds for school equalization
program

“Separate-but-equal”

Minimum Foundation
Program
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Georgia Legislative Documents ~Search ~ Help

Content of Act/Resolution

ACTSAND RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA EXTRA SESSION, OCTOBER, 194§ EXTRA SESSION, NOVEMBER, 1948 AND 1949 REGULAR SESSION
ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA REGULAR SESSION, 1949 £

1949 Vol. 1 - Page: 1406

Sequential Number: 330

Short Title: EDUCATION -- MINIMUM FOUNDATION PROGRAM.
Intent: Code § 32-913 repealed.

Law Number: No. 333

Origin: (House Bill No. 140).

Full Title: An Act to establish 2 minimum foundation program of education in Georgia so as to equalize educational opportunities throughout the State; to provide 2 minimum foundation program fund for the support of public education including the University System of Georgia in Georgia; to fix aminimum public school tefm; 1o define “local units of administration”; to define the
duties of the State Board of Education, the State Superintendent of Schools, and supenintendents and boards of education of local units of admunistration; to prescribe the method to be used by the State Board of Education i distributing minimum foundation program funds to local units of administration; to provide a schedule of minimum annval salaries for teachers; to pernut local units
of administration to supplement salaries of teachers; to establish a method for determining the financial needs of local units of administration to support the minimum foundation program as defined in terms of salaries for teachers and other school personnel, current expenses, capital outlay, and transportation costs; to provide 2 method for allotting teaching, administrative, supervisory,
library and other instructional units; to permut the State Board of Education to make salary allowances for personnel employed by local units for more than ten months; to permut programs of education for adults, pre-school children, and exceptional children at State and/or local expense; to provide a formula for distributing State aid for pupil transportation; to provide a

Page: 1407

method for determining amounts to be allotted to local units for current expenses other than instructional salaries, transportation costs, and capital outlay; to provide a method for distributing State funds to be used by local units for capital outlay; to establish a method for determining the ability of local units of administration to support the minimum foundation program in terms of an
economic index of financial ability; to require each local unit of administration to exert an equitable effort to meet these needs before being entitled to share in State funds for public school purposes; to provide a method for using State funds to supplement the amounts raised by local units in support of the minimum foundation program; to require the State Board of Education to submit to
each local unit of admunustration certain data needed by those units to prepare their respective budgets; to require local units of administration to prepare annual budgets for submuttal to the State Board of Education; to provide for the acceptance and distribution of vocational education funds and such other funds as may be made available to the State Board of Education; to provide for
method of determining the annual State funds needed to provide the public schools of the State with free textbooks, teaching materials and aids, and school library books and materials; to provide for a method of determining the annual State funds needed to provide the public libraries of the State with library books and materials; to require the State Board of Education to annually determune
the funds needed to provide for a program of vocational education for out-of-school vouth, adults, teacher-training, and area schools and to provide for the distribution of such funds; to require the State Board of Education to annually determine the funds needed to provide for a program of vocational rehabilitation and to provide for the expenditure of such funds; to require the State Board of
Education to annually determine the funds needed for State trade schools and to provide for the distribution of such funds; to require the State Board of Education to annually determine the funds needed for the State schools for the deaf and blind and such other special schools as may be established by the State Board of Education and to provide for the distribution of such funds; to provide
scholarships for eligible young men and women in the State who desire training for the teaching profession; to provide for the selection and appointment of the recipients of such scholarships, to prescribe the powers,

Page: 1408

duties and authority by the State Board of Education, the State Department of Education, boards of education of county and independent school systems, and teacher-traning istitutions as related to the administration of said scholarships, to require certain reports from the boards of education of said county and independent school systems, and of certified teacher-training mstitutions relative
to rules and regulations governing the granting and administration of scholarships, and to provide the method of financing such scholarships; to provide for the determination by the Board of Regents of the funds needd to support the University System of Georgia; to provide the time and conditions under which this Act is to become operative; to provide for the repeal of the Act entitled "An
Actto equalize educational opportunities throughout the State; to provide for the operation of the public schools of the State....," approved February 10, 1937 which is published on pages 882 through 892 of the 1937 Georgia Laws; and to provide for the repeal of the Act entitled "An Act to authorize the General Assembly to make an extra appropriation to the common schoo! fund for the
purpose of equalizing educational opportunities to the children of the several counties of the State, and for other purposes,” approved March 13, 1926 which s published on pages 39 and 40 of the 1926 Georgia Laws, to repeal Section 32-913 of the Code of Georgia, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Georgia, and 1t 15 hereby enacted by authoraty of the same:

Section 1. It s hereby declared to be the public policy of the State of Georgia that educational opportunities for all citizens of thus State shall be equalized throughout the State so s to establish, so far as possible, a minimum foundation program of education m Georgia.
[Stdenote: Policy declared ]

Section 2. There is hereby established a State minimum foundation program fund for the public schools, including The University System, of this State, to be known as the "Minimum Foundation Program Fund." Appropriations in support of this program and such appropriations as have been made, or may hereafter be made, by the General Assembly for public education purposes shall
be made available by (1) the State Board of Education in accordance with a plan described in Sections 3 through 28 of this Act and (2) by the State Board of Regents



e
MINUTES OF JOINT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH EDUCATION FE,
(Georgia Department of Public Health 8 24
and State Department of Education) 1953

February 23, 1953

The Joint Health Education Committee met on Friday, February 20, 1953, at 10:00 a.m,,
in the office of the chairman, Dr, C. D, Bowdein.

Members present: Members absent:

Dr. C. D. Bowdoin Dr. Guy V. Rice

Mrs, Charles D. Center Miss Theodora Floyd

Mr. R. L. Cousins Mr, W, E. Pafford
Miss Elizabeth Donovan

Coordinator of Health Education present: Miss Inez Wallace

Dr. John A. Dotson
Mr. J. M, Gooden

Health Educators absent:
Director of Health Education present:

Dr. W. A, Mason

Mr. George M. Stenhouse Miss Birdie Beatty
Visitors:

Miss Hannah Mitchell, State Department of Health (representing Dr. Rice)

Mrs. Bessie Swan, State Department of Health (representing Miss Floyd)

Miss Annie Taylor, State Department of Health

Mrs, Mary Ella Soule, University of Georgia (representing Dr. Dotson)

Miss Elsa Schneider, U, S. Office of Educatien (in the area of health, physical education
and recreation)

Mr. Cousins stated that there are now 3,205 school centers for Negroes in the state,

and by 1955 there will be approximately 511 or less, All will have modern buildings
with central heating, good lighting, flush toilets, lunchrooms, clinic rooms. He stated
that there will be committees working to determine the personnel needs in order te
adequately staff these schools, These committees will be working in all areas of the
school program and will include health, physical education and recreation.

In discussing how to improve the school health program, Miss Schneider said there should
be workshops for teachers and health department personnel so that each could get better
acquainted with the other, and better understand the duties and responsibilities of each
and the operating policies of both departments — health and education, She stated that
in such workshops, nurses could instruct teachers in screening techniques and other
matters pertaining to the school health program.

She said there should be at least two semesters of health instruction given in the high
schools — one in the first year, and the other in the senior year. She further stated
that planning on local level is essential for a good school program, and this should
include all interested groups, including a program in health education for adults.

Miss Mitchell said that nurses are already helping homemaking teachers in home and
family living courses. This is being done in a number of places throughout the state.



Robert L. Cousins

Mr., Cousins stated that there are now 3,205 school centers for Negroes in the state,

and by 1955 there will be approximately 511 or less, All will have modern buildings
with central heating, good lighting, flush toilets, lunchrooms, clinic rooms. He stated
that there will be committees working to determine the personnel needs in order te
adequately staff these schools, These committees will be working in all areas of the
school program and will include health, physical education and recreation.
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1947: Improving Conditions in Elementary schools by Helen A. Whiting
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EXISTING SOCIAL ORDER AFFECTING NEGRO LIFE IN THE SOUTH

CONDITIONS NEEDS

I. LOW ECONQMIC STATUS I, IMPROVED ECONOMIC I, DEVELCP CCMMUNITY LEADER-
STATUS SHIP AND FOLLOWERSHIP

A. Unskilled labor A. Industrial and A, Arouse people to

INTRODUCTION« s vssessasanssnsacssssassosasancss

FXISTING SOCIAL ORDER AFFECTING NEGRO LIFE
IN THE SOUTH. .. T TR

UNITS DERIVED FROM STUDYesevesesvocecevacecons

Promoting Better Health in Home Family,
and Community. .

Suggestions for Initiating Unit...
Making Our Farms Pay For ThemselVeS....cee
Working Together For Effective Living.....

SUGGESTIONS FOR SUPERVISORS AND
PRINCIPALSasacssavssernsensscacecscosnasce

B.

Lack of gainful em=
ployment

Poor farm and home
management

1. Single crop system
2. Slack-work pattern

Inefficient manage-
ment of business

Lack of cooperative

Limited farm and
home ownership

Low per-capita
wzaith

Seaconel migration

Agricultural
education

Utilization of B.
apprentice traine
ing

Adult education pro- Ce
gram for farmers and
homemakers

Dissemination of E.
information regard=-
ing advantages of co=
operative under-
taking

Diversified farm=  F.
ing and Financial
Aia

Home and farm owner- Ge
ship

Remain on farm and H.
improve economic
ouslook

basic community
needs

Arouse desire to im=
prove their status

Teach children, youth
and adults to read,
write, spell express
themselves and cal-
culate numbers cor-
rectlye
Teach efficiency in
and heme
making including -
care of receipts,
how to use

Develop appreciation
of rural life and
incentive to strug-
gle for improved
economic efficiency
on the farm on other
jobs, and in busie
ness.

Teach value of co=
operatives

Teach advantages of
diversified farming
to health and earn~-
ing an adequate
living

Teach importance
and ways of becoming
a home owner

Fncourage people to
remain on farm and
maka it pay with
alternate employ=-
ment




December 1, 1953

Mr. W. Frenk DeLamar, Executive Secretary
Georgia State Employees Retirement System
20 Ivy Street SE
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Mr, DeLamer:

Mrs, Helen A. Whiting is going to retire from the Department sometime
this year, according to a letter I received from her recently. She is
about 68 years old and has taught in a variety of places or positiomns
since 1906, when she began working in Virginia.

She came to this state as a Jeanes Supervisor in Warren County in
1931-32, teaching most of that year. She then went to the Laboratory
School of Atlanta University and was State Supervisor of Jeanes teacher
wark from 1935 to June 1942. I think we could establish that she was
a part-time employee of the State Board of Education in 1942-3, but
after that she was with Atlanta University until ¥ovember 1, 1949,
when she returned to this Department.

She was not a member of the Teacher Retirement System during these
years, but became a member of the Employees Retirement System on
February 1, 1951. Five per cent of her salary has been deducted each
month since that time.

Mrs, Helen Whiting, who is-a Negro Supervisor of high personal and pro-
fessional qualities, deserves every consideration that we could give.
Please let me know whether, according to any legitimate interpretation
of the regulations, she could get recognition for service prior to
February 1, 1951. If so, I will furnish more specific dete as to dates
and salaries.

We appreciate very much your kindness in looking after the cases of
Dr. Renfroe, Miss Stricklend, and Miss Patten. They are greatly
relieved. I may need to take up with you later whether the cases of
Miss Mary Ellen Perkins and Mrs. Edna S, Tolbert are such that they
could not be allowed to transfer to the State Employees System. Anyway,
I am informing them of your present poliocy.

Cordielly yours,

L. M. Lester, Director

Division of Teacher Education,

LML :FMo i Certification and Curriculum

/éc: Mr. R. L. Cousins

Mrs, Helenm A, Whiting is going to retire from the Department sometime
this year, ascording to a letter I received from her recently., She is
about 68 vears old and has taught in a variety of places or positions
since 1904, when she began working in Virginia.

She came to this state as a Jeanes Supervisor in Warren County in
1931-32, teaching most of that year. 8he then went to the Laboratory
School of Atlanta University and was State Supervisor of Jeanes teacher
work from 1935 to June 1942, I think we could establish that she was
a part-time employee of the State Board of Education in 19L2-3, but
after that she was with Atlanta University until November 1, 1949,
when she returned to this Department.

She was not a member of the Teacher Retirement System during these
years, but became a member of the Employees Retirement System on
February 1, 1951. Five per cent of her salary has been deducted each
month since that time.

Mrs, Helen Whiting, who is a Negro Supervisor of high personal and pro-
fessional qualities, deserves every consideration that we could give.
Please let me know whether, according to any legitimate interpretation
of the regulations, she could get recognition for service prior to
Pebruary 1, 1951, If so, I will furnish more specific date as to dates
end salaries.
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Why I Say the Constitution in Our Public Schools Upholds Segregation
GOVERNOR HERMAN TALMADGE

The Atlanta Journal and the Atlanta Constitution (1950-1968); Dec 6, 1953;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Atlanta Constitution
pg. SM8

 Whyl Say the Constitution

in Our Public Schools

’

" And how I think private schools can be substituted for public schools

if the Supreme Court rules out segregation.

By GOVERNOR HERMAN TALMADGE

This article was written exclusively for The Atlanta Journal and Constitution Magazine by Georgla's governor. Argument
on the question of segregation in the public schools is scheduled to begin this week
before the United States Supreme Court.

Anticipating
a federal
order to
desegregate
Georgia
schools




Anticipating Desegregation

The Negro race has made the greatest
advancement in history during my years
in office. Teacher salaries have been
completely equalized and once the pres-
ent $200,000,000 school construction pro-
gram is complete, facilities, too, will be
equalized. Anyone who doubts has but
to look at new schools like Hunter Hills
Elementary School and East Point Ele-
mentary School here in Fultlon County
and to additions like those to Wesley
Elementary School, Slater Elementary
School and Cox Elementary School, all

Another example of this progress is
contained in the recent dedication of the
new half-million-dollar Academy {or
Negro Blind at Macon and similar build-
ings at the School for the Deaf in Cave
Spring. These improvements have been
hailed as the most modern in the na-
tion.

For the first time in history the state's
three senior Negro colleges are fully ac-
credited and the state is granting schol-
arships to the nation's best universities
to those colored students who wish to
pursue courses of study not offered for
them in Georgia. In Georgia's segre-
gated public school system there are
7,000 Negro teachers who are being paid
a total of $15,000,000 while in non-seg-
regaled Connectlicut there are less than
25 Negro tenchers and a relatively sim-
ilar ‘condition exists in New York.



Education in
1954

By 1954 transition from 11t to 12
grade

1953-1954: S190 per white student
and $132 per black student in average
daily attendance

Improved schools replaced older,
inadequate buildings.



. Required

No Legislation

. Optional / limited

. Forbidd Educational Segregation in the US
orbidden Prior to Brown v Board of Education



* “As long as | am your
governor, Negroes will
not be admitted to
white schools in
Georgia.”

-- Herman Talmadge,
governor of Georgia, 1948-
1955

* Marvin Griffin running

for governor in 1954:
"Social equality is
impossible. The schools
are not going to be
mixed come hell or high
water."

Herman Talmadge

January 14, 1947

March 18, 1947

(removed from office)

Democratic

Melvin E. Thompson

March 18, 1947

November 17, 1943
(lost election)

Democratic

Herman Talmadge

November 17, 1946

January 11, 1955
(term limited)

Democratic

Marvin Griffin

January 11, 1933

January 13, 1959

(term limited)

Democratic

Ernest Vandiver

January 13, 1959

January 15, 1963
(term limited)

Demaocratic
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Brown v. Board of Education

Brown v. Board of Education of Brown v. Board of Education was
Topeka was a landmark 1954 one of the cornerstones of the
Supreme Court case in which civil rights movement and

the justices ruled unanimously helped establish the precedent

|H

that racial segregation of that “separate-but-equa
children in public schools was education and other services
unconstitutional. were not, in fact, equal at all.




For

Desegregation
— July 13, 1954

7 Atlanta Ministers Urge Churches Help Carry Out Segregation Ruling

Barme, Laura

The Atlanta Constitution (1946-1984); Jul 13, 1954;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Atlanta Constitution

pe. 1

7 Atlan_td Ministers Urge Churches
Help Carry Out Segregation Ruling

Seven Atlanta ministers iold
members of the Christiun Coun-
cil of Atlanta Monday that the
churches have an obligation to
help carry out the Supreme
Court ruling against segregation
and that the churches. must lead
in the matter of integration ol
the races, x

The ministers spoke on the
basis of actions their sevetal
denominational bodles had taken
regarding segregation.

They were Dr. John R. Brok-
hoff, . pastor of the Lutheran
Church of .the Redeemer;. Dr.
Stuart R. Oglesby, pastor of
Central - Presbyterian Church:
the Rev. Milton L. Wood Jr.,
rector of All Seints Episcopal
Church; Dr. Roy Q. McClain,
pastor of First Baptist Church;
the Rev. Harrison NMcMains,

pastor of First Christlan Church;

By LAURA BARRE
'Dr, Herman L. Turner, pastor of

‘Covenant Presbyterian Church,

'and the Rev. Rembert Sisson,

pastor of Druid Hills Methodist
Church,

They spoke in & panel discus-
sion on *“*What (he Churches
Have Said About Segregation."

Dr, Turner sald that integra-
tion should begin in the Christian
Council and 'similar organiza-
tions. '‘Let's have an unsegre-
gated Christian Council,” he said,

the suggestion -already s being
studied by the council’s executive
committee. Approximately 17
denominations are represented In
the council membership. '
.. In general, the ministers
agreed. that the segregation pat-
tern cannot be defended on the

Dr. J.. McDowell Richards,
president of-the council, said that

basis of Christian principles,
The Rev. Mr., MeMains said
“theye should be no doubt In this
community as {o what stand the
churches are taking on the mal.
ter,"” Several members of the
audience murmured agreement,
.Dr. Oglesby, the Rev. Mr.
Wood, Dr. Brokholf, Dr, Turner
and the Rev, Mr. MeMains indi-
cated their denominations already
have taken some action to lead|
in doing away with segregation.
Dr. McClain said the Soulhern
Baptist Convention ~ has called
the Supreme Court ruling “in
harmony with Christian prinel
ples” and the Rev, Mr, Sisson
referred to the Discipline of the
Methodist Church, which states
“there Is no place In the
Methodist Church for racial dis.
erimination or racial segrega-
tion.ll s ‘




Integration

too soon,
\YENACH
1954

Integration Seen As Disadvantageous

The Atlanta Comsritution (1946-1084); May 29, 1954
ProQuest Histonical Newspapers: The Atlanta Constitufion
re. 4

Thomasion Free l‘res;r_

Integration Seen

As Disadvantageous

The ruling ol the U.S5. Supreme Court last
Monday agalnst segregation in schools was an
unwise decision in the minds of thinking white
and colored Georgians allke, But even so it
was laken caimly and without incident in the
South which, in itscll, iz an indication of good
race relations,

Lelt alone the South could solve itg own race
relation problems, but the Supreme Court has
handed down this antisegrogation ruling at
several generations too early, We believe the
Supreme. Court justices felt the ruling was
aimed at the heart of the South. What they
probably haven't realized yet is the fact that
mare race problems exist north of the Mason-
Dixon Line than south.

© . 1t the Supreme Court. justices ferel they

passed a ruling to .heip the Negroes they are
wrong, from where we git, Forced segrega-
tion will put the Negro in the uncomforiable po-
sition of being & legal interloper. The disad-
vantages to the Negro will {ar outweigh the
advantages of mixed races in school,



Griffin Vows To Preserve Segregation
The Atlanta Constitution (1946-1934]; May 26, 1954;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Atlanta Constitution

. Griffin Vows
To Preserve
Segregation

Lt. Gov. Marvin Griffin Tues-
day announced his platform, led
by a pledge to maintain segroga-
tion, as he qualified as a candi-
date for governor. -

Griffin sald he would not hesl-
tate *to use all the power and
strength of Gegpgia to maintain
segregation on all. fronts.”

His platform alse promises in-

- ereased old age pensions, proc
tection of the county unit system,
increased education benefits, a
free cancer clinié for the state
and no new taxes,

Griffin promised to oppose toll
roads, "“indiscriminate consolida-
tion of schools on a fixed formula
basis’ and “‘the trend” to central-
ization of government in Atlanta.

His platform also promises:

1. Sale of motor licenses in
eounty courthouses,

2. More tralning for voeatignal
schools and handicapped chil-
dren,

Marvin Griffin vows to preserve

problems.

5, More agriculture research, o
segregation — May 26, 1954
on farm crops and naval stores,
and making available scedling ’

“trees to all who need them.

6. Efforts to give veterans
“every benefit thoy are entitled
to."” ,

7. Bonuses for first producing
oil wells over 100 barrels, :

8. Development of mountain
scenery, ¢

0. Increased strength for the
State Patrol.




“Separate but Equa
segregation -- May
30, 1954
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Georgian's Open Letter to Gov. Talmadge Proposes Plan for Maintaining Segregation

Marshall. Edison

The Atlanta Journal and the Atlanta Constitution (1950-1968); May 30, 1054;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Atlanta Constifution

pg. IF

Georgian’s Open _Létfer to Gov. Talmadge
Proposes Plan for Maintaining Segregation

Editor's Note; Follmwring—in the form of
an open letter to Governor Talmadge — is o
Letter to the Editors suppesting a “course of
action” for the South en the segregation ques-
tion, The letler, written by Edison Marshall,
anted Georgin navelist, is printed here in the
helicf it will be of interest tn these concerned
with the recent Supreme Conrt decision,

AN OPEN lelter fo Governor Talmadge: In {his

period of national peril, Geargia cannol, mor-
ally or h hly, defy the Sup Court, Nor
can we afford to do away with owr public schoals,
Finally. we must not make a spectacte of our-
selves hefore friendly natiens who wish to defend
American democracy, or belore enemy nalions
whe altack it

Nane of these intemperale actions is necessary
to preserve our Southern way of life,

No goverunr for many decndes has been af-
forded & greator opportunity than has conte to you
at this mement. The call is for real statesmanship
and vourageous serviee (o your state, Oup people
are hoping that yvou can meet this call with highs
mindeidness and fantelligence.

Judging by your ullerances so far, it scems
you have overlooked or tindercstimated the main,
saving fact of the situatinn—which the Supreme
Court does nol understand, That faet is that our
Negro citizens, like white eitizens, do net want
integration in the public schools. 1 given hall a
chamee, they will continiie to conlorm  with our
ancienl custom of segregation. .

Over and ahove so-called Jim Crow laws,
some of which are oulworn, there has come into
beimg B our Seath a natural segregation of races,
springing from the desire of the memiers of each
ruce to associate with thelt own kind. The white
and Negro races in Georgia have many bonds with
each other, but cach has peculiarities of manner
and custom, habit and thought, that the other does
not share. X

These begin when A while or colared baby s
horn, They profoundiy shape the life of every per-
son rearved in the South, The white and colored
peaple ean work togethier for the common good,
they can belp each other, while and colored sol
tlers may serve in the same rank againgt n com-
mon foe, hut thoy do not wish to mix socially or,
except in very rare instances, tn intermarry,

The plain fact is, no radicals or law of the

land can enforce Integration In the South, be-
cause nejther race wants it or will practice it.
SOLUTION OFFERED

Lot me propose a simple course ol action
wherehy this {act can operate without violation
of Jaw or the taking of radieal measures. Let the
various_boards of zducation emplay only colored
trachers for these schonls inlended and handy for
the use of colored children. Lot them employ only
white teachers for the schools intended for white
children, Make sure these schools ave as neatly
equal as Is possible to achieve. Then, invite the
parents, white and colored, 1o send thelr children
to any convenicnt school, 1

How ean any southerner doubl that, with the
exceplion of a (ew agitaters, professional integra-
tienists, and nonconformists, colored parents will
send their children to be taught by colored teach-
ers. and vice versa?

‘These excepli will not change In the least
degree the Southern way of life,

COLLEGE SITUATION

Tive, a good many intelligent Negro youths
will attend our state universities. But they and
the white students will have graduated frem high
school before they ean enler; a standard of study
musl be maintained 1o stay there: and the {dea
that either will take any harm from sitting in
the same classrooms iz too silly to talk about. It
would have been silly enough 20 yvears ago.

In the national magazines we see piclores fl-
Jusirating  integration  in  Northern — colleges—
scenes not i aceard with Seuthern custem, But
it 1s,folly lo assume that the same scenes will
occur in our colleges in any visible future. Intes
gration begins in carly childhood in many North-
ern cities and towns. There is no ancient tradition
and experience In segregation as Is true here.

S0 we need not be alraid of giving parents
their free choice belween segregation and intes
gration in our primary and high schools, provided
the schools are as nearly equal as we can make
them.

What’we must feac is hasty aclion, inlemper-
ale talk, political opporiwnism, and the turning
awny from democracy and our Christian faith,

EDISON MARSHALL.

Augnsta.
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“Separate but Equa

segregation -- May
30, 1954

Judging by vour ullerances so far, it scems
you have overlooked or tindercstimaled the main,
saving fact of the sitvation—which the Supreme
Court does nol understand. That fact is that our
Negro citizens, like while citizens, do not want
integration in the public schools. I given hall a
chimee, they will conhinie to conlorm with our
ancient custom of scerepation. :

Over amdl above so-called Jim Crow  laws,
some of which are oulvworn, there has come inte
being in our Scuth a natural segregation of races,
springing from the desire of the members of each
race 1o associate with thelr own kind. The white
and Negro races in Geoorgia have many bonds with
each other, but ecach hns peeuliarities of manner
and custom, habit and thought, that the other does

not share.



Brown Il -- 1955

* “With All Deliberate Speed”

* The Brown decision declared the system of

legal segregation unconstitutional. But the
Court ordered only that the states end
segregation with “all deliberate speed.”

HOE O W W W W W W O E W W W W W W w4
=R R R B B O R e Ot W O R OEF O WO RO e

o AT R R A A
L L= '.'.-_ﬂl-||'-nu._-l-'|, LS LR

e g g e
...............

A



Georgia Legislative Documents = Search ~ Help

Content of Act/Resolution
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ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA 1955

ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA 1955 JANUARY--FEBRUARY SESSION
1955 Vol. 1 - Page: 174

Sequential Number: 022

Short Title: PUBLIC SCHOOLS -- SEPARATION OF RACES.
Law Number: No. 82
Origin: (Senate Bill No. 40).

Full Title: An Act to provide that no State or local funds shall be in any manner appropriated or expended for public school purposes except for schools in which the white and colored races are separately educated: to provide that no
budget under Sections 32-619 and 32-620 of the Code of this State shall be approved which does not so provide: and to provide that no funds shall be expended for public schools within the distriet submitting such budget without
approval of such budget: to provide punishment for violation of any of the provisions of this Act: to provide for recovery at law on behalf of the State for violation thereof: to provide that this Act shall apply to all public school
systems in this State created at any time; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Georgia, and it is hereby enacted by authority of the same. that no State or local funds derived from taxation or otherwise, shall be appropriated, paid out, used, or in any wise
expended, directly or indirectly for the maintenance, upkeep, operation, or support of any public school district or system in this State which does not provide separate schools for white and colored children throughout the entire
district or system and in which all the white and colored children attending public schools do not attend separate schools; nor shall any such money be appropriated. used, paid out, or in any wise expended, directly or indirectly. for
the payment of any salary or compensation of any nature or character whatsoever to any teacher, instructor, employee or official of any public school district or system instructing mixed classes of white and colored children or in any
wise concerned in the maintenance, upkeep, support or operation of any public school distriet or system which does not maintain and provide separate public schools for white and colored children throughout the entire district or
system and in which all the white and colored children attending public

An Act segregating schools — no funds for desegregated schools
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1954 passed by Georgia voters: The Private School Plan: authorized the payment of tuition grants to parents of students who

wanted to spend in private schools of their choice
_

~ r‘-_ —

“| Terminated state funding for desegregated schools and authorized the governor to close such schools

— i

Closed schools and facilities to be leased for private schools

AU
P

| Extended teacher retirement benefits for teachers in private schools

AN

A\
-

VA

The governor given the authority to suspend compulsory attendance laws

-
-~

General Assembly provided specific punishments for any peace officer who refuses to enforce segregation

VA

(&
p

Created the Georgia Education Commission (Sibley Commission) to plot ways to keep schools segregated

AU

VAN




RESOLUTION OF CONVENTION OF GEORG
IA DEMOCRATIC PARTY
THAT THE PEOPLE VOTE FOR THE SCHOOL SEGREGATION mm%??"‘m’f i

“l. The several a
pplicable decisions of the Supreme Court of the Unite
] d States with
zgig:ex;cehto education make two holdings: (a) That separate public schools for white and
ed children cannot be operated by a State or by counties, cities, or school districts.

(b) That private persons. firms and
corporation can operate and maintai
for white and colored children." . sk

"5. If the Federal Courts force this decision against State operated public schools
upon the people of a county or city, there will be no schools of any kind in that county
or city, the existing schools being closed by the Federal Courts. If the Federal Courts
force this decision upon the whole people of Georgia in one law sult, there will be no
schools of any kind anywhere in Georgia; because the Federal Court will close down the
existing schools all over the State.” AL o,

"7. If this (school segregation) Amendment is defeated by the people, there will be
no schools of any kind in those Countles and ci mﬁm@m -‘ ltM'gchoolg are
closed by the Federal Courts; and ther:e_ will be no public : |
of the people in that county or clity.'

"8, TIf the (School S-egregatior_x) _Ar;;r
Assembly will be able to prov_;. e money for
colored, in those countles and cities ‘i;n whic
public schools.” -

"9, If sald (S

Assembly will be
all the children cé

Georgia’s
Response:
Segregation

Amendment




Segregation

Amendment
Passed

Legislature Fight Hinted as School Proposal Passes
St John, M L

The Aot Constitution (1946-1984); Mov 4, 1954,

ProCpuest Historical Newspapers: The Atlanta Constitution

Legisla ture Fight
Hinted as School
Proposal Passes

. By M. L. 8T. JOHN

The private School constitutional amendment Wednes-'
day had been ratified by the people in a close vote, but
a legislative fight appears likely if the state administra-
tion ever seeks to-put it into effect. )

- ; Almost complete returns from
| Tuesday's election showed the
| lamendment leading by 22,518

votes in tabulations of the Asso-

cialed Press. With reporls in
from 1,567 of the 1,810 precinets,

the vole was 192,832 for, and 170,-

314 against the proposal,

A report from the United Press
listed 208,399 votes for the amend-

- Other clection stories on
Pages 10 and 13.

e e et

ment and 181,850 against it. This
was from 1,803 precincts, the UP
said.
KEEP FIGHTING

“We are going lo conlinue 1o
fight for an increasing educa-
tional opportunity for the chil-
dren and teachers of Georgia,'
State School Supt. M. D, Collins,
leader of the opposition 1o the
amendment, declared in conced-
ing viclory to the proponents,

Gov.-Elect Marvin Griffin and
Gov. Herman Talmadge, who led’
the amendment o victory, issued
statements designed to allay any|
fears the people might have for
their public school system.

Y'NIn actian will ha takan ||r|r'|nr|



The
Segregation
Amendment

passed by a
slim margin

December 30, 1954

Mr., W. E, Turner, Director
Division of Negro Edueation
Stete Department of Education
Nashville 3, Ternesasee

Dear kEa,

The voters in Georgie on November 2 by a vote of 210,478

_to 181,148 ratified & @onstitutionel Amendment which will meke it

possible for the Legislature to take steps they deem necessary to
preserve a segregated school system in this stite. This eloceness
of the vote revesled the concern of the citizems of the public school
system. There is now no talk of moving toverd a private sehool plan.

The Legislature in Georgia will meet annuelly beginning in
1956 instead of every two yeers. The office of the Attorney Gemeral
is drafting & Bill to authoriume #chool Superintendents to assign pupils
according to a plan, the deteils of which have not beenm revealed, I
will send you & copy of the bill when it is releused to the public.

Beginning 4pril 18, 1952 end corcluding on April 0, 195, the
Btate Bﬁrﬂ o% Egueation allotted 286,000,000 capitalfioutley for the
publie schools of Georgia, one-half of which wss for Negro school
fagilities. Some of the buildings are now occupied esnd contracts
are being let each week. We have an excellent system for processing
the plans snd I hope to be sble to show you some of these mew buildings
the next time you sre in our state.

H

¢ Very cordislly yours,

L Bebisis b: Gounins
 Director of Negro Education



State Bepartment of FEducation

STATE OFFICE BUILDING

M. D. COLLINS Mﬂi& 3, (5201'5{&

STATE SUPERINTENDENT CLAUDE L. PURCELL
OF SCHOOLS February 2[,,, 1955 ASSISTANT STATE SUPERINTENDENT

OF SCHoOLS

Dear Superintendent:

I am enclosing four bills which were passed by the General Assembly at its
recent session. They are as follows:

1l. Senate Bill No. 40 which provides that no state and local funds
shell be in any manner appropriated for public schools except
for schools in which the white and colored races are separately
educated.

____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Senate Bill No. 61 which provides that state contributed foundation
program funds shall be allotted to local systems semi-annually on
the basis of current average daily attendance. This bill becomes
effective when additional state funds are provided for this purpose.

3. House Bill 143 which amends the law relating to age limits for
children entering the common schools.

Lo llouse Bill 325 which amends the law relating to meetings of the
county boards of education.

These are the major school laws having state-wide application which were passed
at the last session.

A revised compilation of all school laws will be published in the next few
months. A copy of this new publication will be mailed you as quickly as it
is available.

Sincerely yours,

\ '
M. Do Collins, State
Superintendent of Schools
MDC/cw

Enclosures: 4




* 1957: Education [State Code] No
public funds to be allocated to non- 1 9 5 7 - I—ega |
segregated schools. Penalty: felony. .
segregation




Help Our
Public

Education
HOPE

Hope Inc. Chartered To Fight School Close

The Arlanta Constitution (1946-1984); Dec 15, 1938;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Atlanta Constitution

pe. 32

Hope Inc. Chartered
To Fight School Close

An organization has been chartered in Atlanta with
the stated purpose of giving information to persons
interested in keeping public education from being de-
stroyed by closing the schools.

The charler was issued to
HOPE, Inc. The letters stand for
“Help Qur Public Education.”

The charlering group gave as
its purpuse “to give factual in-
formation to those ecitizens of
Georgia who want to keep our
public education from being de-
stroyed by the closing of our
schouls; to give dircetion, infor-
mation and program of action te
those groups and individuals
{hroughout the state who feel, as
we do, that the closing of our
scheols would be a tragedy almost
teo terrible to contemplate.”

The group said present state

faws econcerning schools are un.
worknble and that similar laws
have been declared unconstitu-
tional in other states.

“Our governor-clect is quaran-
tined by these laws and cannot do
anything except close aur public
schools in the event of a federal
decree ordering integration in any
public scheol system of Georgia,”
the statement added. The group
said injunctions following one
such action would soon closa all
public scheols in the slate,
NAMED IN CHARTER

The incorperators named in the
charter are Dr. Willis A. Sutton,
Kendoll Weisiger, Mr. and Mrs:
John A. Dilworth III, Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Breden Jr,, Mrs.
Harold B. Friedman, Mr, and
Mrs. Claude E. Jones Jr., Mrs,
Dan Burge, Mrs. Martha C. Bry-
ant, Mrs, John I. Dickinson, La-
nier Randali Jr,, Mrs, Brittian
Pendergrast, Mr, and Mrs. C. I,
Daugherty Jr. and Mrs. Hamil-
ton Lokey.

The incorporators said a nomi-
nating committee will be appoint-
ed and will be presented at a
genernl meeting for approval,
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* During 1956, a group of Southern \

senators and congressmen signed
Southern the “Southern Manifesto,” vowing

: resistance to racial integration by
Man IfeStO all “lawful means.”

March 12,
1956
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The manifesto was signed by 19 US Senators and 82
Representatives from the South.

The signatories included the entire Congressional delegations
from Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South
Carolina, and Virginia, most of the members

from Florida and North Carolina, and several members

from Tennessee and Texas.

All of them were from former Confederate states. Ninety-nine
were Democrats; two were Republicans.



Key quotes from the

Southern Manifesto 14th Amendment

T mmm— _h_,--_'t:

« "This unwarranted exercise of power by the . ..nor shall any state deprive any |
Court, contrary to the Constitution, is creating person of llfel Hbert?: or PTOPCI'W:

~ without due process of law; nor
~ deny to any person within its juris-
relations between the white and Negro races ’l, diction the cqual pIOtecnon Of the

'{h laws.

chaos and confusion in the States principally

affected. It is destroying the amicable

that have been created through 90 years of
patient effort by the good people of both
races. It has planted hatred and suspicion
where there has been heretofore friendship

and understanding."”



Citizens Councils

EITIEEHB Cﬂ[lhﬂll.s

To counteract the assoelatlon's
Influence, Governor Guillin, for-
nier Gov. Herman Tolmadpee and,
olher political leaders have ors|
sanized the States Rights Eul.m-
clls of Georgin, loosely aflilinted.

with the White Citizens Coune!

cils of other Soulhern states,
- The Georgia councils geck to)
persudade Negroes, especlally In

the Black Bell, to accept volun|

tary sepregation as best for both,
races. According to Roy V. Har-
ris of Auguste, an atlorney,
slate political leader and prime

ard community mass mectings, |

mover In lhe councils, agree-

menis have heen reached with n

number of local Nepro leaders

*the council movement Is dome-
inated by .the Grilfin-Talmadge
leadership that for years has|
represented the. politieal power
of Georgin’s urnl countles,,
where segregalion sentiment Is
strongest. :

An overwhelming majfority of
white, people support Governor
Grilfin on scgregation per  se,
but many oppose hls nullification
stand as an anachronlsm and his
private school pfan as a threat
io the publle schools. Some, but
not many, speak out agalnst seg-
regation,






1959 - Court Orders Integration

* In 1959 U.S. District Court judge Frank Hooper
ruled Atlanta's segregated public school system
unconstitutional and ordered it integrated.

* Judge Hooper, however, delayed the implementation of
the order for one year to give state authorities time to

develop a desegregation plan.




Court Orders Integration

* This decision presented a problem to state leaders who,
after the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision, had
determinedly resisted desegregation by passing measures
designed to fight the integration of Georgia's schools,
including a constitutional amendment forcing the governor
to cut off state funding to any school that desegregated



In 1960 Georgia governor Ernest Vandiver Jr., forced to decide between
closing public schools or complying with a federal order to desegregate
them, tapped state representative George Busbee to introduce legislation
creating the General Assembly Committee on Schools.

Commonly known as the Sibley Commission, the committee was charged

with gathering state residents' sentiments regarding desegregation and
reporting back to the governor.

Governor Vandiver chose John Sibley to head the commission. A respected
Atlanta businessman, lawyer, and president of the University of Georgia
Alumni Association, Sibley was selected in part because of his opposition to
integration

The report issued by the Sibley Commission helped avoid a showdown
between Gov. Vandiver and the federal government.




MODERATE APPROACH

The' moderate approach to In-
tegration * that s most widely
discusged would permit each
communily In the state (o decide
for itsell when to siarl and how.
It has been suggested that inle-
gration might be achieved reln-
ilvely soon and easily in the
north Georgla highlonds, where

Moderate Approach o Negroes ive.

A limlted number of Negro
¥ I_ - d pupils sclected on the basis of
- |m |te educatlonal, moral and other
cultural qualifications would be
D t admitied to white schools, |
eseg re ga IOn "What Georgla will accept
eventually will depend on time,
place, geographical distribution,
leconomle progress, and intangibles
Tike the growth of understanding™
Muyor Hartslleld of Atlanta sald,

A moderate solution will tanke
a long time. A whole body of
state law now stands in its way.
So does [ormidable political
power cntrenched In extremist
positions.

Meanwhlle Georglans have
great need of the three virluss
extolled In their stale motio—
wisdom, fustiee, moderation.




Sibley Commission
and slow
Integration

* Gov. Ernest Vandiver on January 18,
1961, introduced a bill that

repealed laws designed to cut off funds
for both the university and public
schools.

e Adopted the recommendations of
the Sibley Commission. The bill passed
on January 31, and the Atlanta school
system officially desegregated the
following autumn.




Atlanta schools desegregation

On August 30th, 1961, nine students, Thomas Franklin Welch, Madelyn Patricia Nix,
Willie Jean Black, Donita Gaines, Arthur Simmons, Lawrence Jefferson, Mary James
McMullen, Martha Ann Holmes and Rosalyn Walton became the first African American
students to attend several of APS’ all white high schools.

By May of 1961, 300 transfer forms had been given to black students interested in
transferring out of their high schools. 132 students actually applied. Of those, 10 were
chosen and 9 braved the press, onlookers and insults to integrate Atlanta’s all white high
schools.

MEET AT LUNCH

Seven of the nine Negro siu-
dents who will launch Georgla's
first |school desegregation mean-
while met for a Juncheon and said
they were not worried aboul their
new roles,

The students met at a Hunter
Street restaurant with two other
Negroes who have made desegre-
gation headlines— Charlayne
Hunter and Hamilton Holmes.

Holmes' and Miss Hunler's ad-
mission to the Unlversity of Geor-
gla Jast winter precipitated a
legal crisis which resulted In
Georgia's abandoning “'massive
resistance” &chool-closing laws
and instead adopting pupil assign-
ment procedurs which allowed At-
lanta to obey a federal court or-
der without closing its schools.




The Atlanta 9

*Thomas Franklin Welch and *Madelyn

Patricia Nix, who integrated Brown High
Nelg[e]e]

Willie Jean Black, Donita Gaines and Arthur
Simmons, who integrated Northside High
School

Lawrence Jefferson and *Mary James
McMullen-Francis, who integrated Grady
High School

*Martha Ann Holmes-Jackson and *Rosalyn
Walton-Lees, who integrated Murphy High
School (now Crim High School).

Brown High School. Courtesy of Georgia State
University

Grady High School. Courtesy of thesouthernoronline.com

Northside High School. Courtesy of
Georgia State University

MURPHY
HIGH SCHOOL

4
1B |
|

Murphy High School. Courtesy of
Atlanta History Center
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CHER@KEE
ROSE

A NOVEL OF
Gardens & Ghosts

A MILES

“You bought this house to
chase a dream,” Jinx said, “But
for some of the women who
lived here, that dream was a
nightmare. If they could live
through all that crap, don’t you
think the least we can do is
read about it, know about it?
Isn’t it honoring their memory
to be a witness for their
lives?...”

Pg 167



