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William Jefferson White
(1831 – 1913)

• Free person of Color

• Began “secret” schools for freedmen and 
enslaved

• Freedmen’s Bureau Agent – charged with task 
of organizing schools in the state of Georgia for 
African American children.

• Baptist Minister

• Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue (1869)

• Newspaper Editor and owner – The Georgia 
Baptist

• Trustee of Atlanta University, Augusta 
Institute (Morehouse College) and Spelman 
College
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Plessy v. 
Ferguson

In 1892, the Citizens' Committee asked Homer Plessy to agree to 
violate Louisiana's Separate Car law that required the segregation of 
passenger trains by race.

On June 7, 1892, Plessy, a fair skin African American, bought a first‐
class ticket on the East Louisiana Railroad and sat in the "whites‐
only" passenger car. When the conductor came to collect his ticket, 
Plessy told him that he was 7/8 white and that he refused to sit in 
the "blacks‐only" car.

Plessy was immediately arrested after refusing to move to a car for 
African Americans and was arrested and charged with violating the 
Separate Car Act. put into jail and released the next day on a $500 
bond.

At Plessy’s trial in Criminal District Court, Judge John H. Ferguson 
dismissed his contention that the act was unconstitutional under the 
Equal Protection Clause of the 14th amendment. After the state Supreme 
Court affirmed the district court’s ruling, the case went to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, and oral arguments were heard on April 13, 1896.



Equal 
Protection 
Clause



“Separate but Equal”

In 1896, the Supreme Court ruled 
in Plessy v. Ferguson that, while the 
object of the Fourteenth Amendment 
was to create "absolute equality of the 
two races before the law," such equality 
extended only so far as political and 
civil rights (e.g., voting and serving on 
juries), not "social rights" (e.g., sitting in 

a railway car one chooses). 

The ruling constitutionally sanctioned 
laws barring African Americans from 
sharing the same buses, schools and 
other public facilities as whites—
known as “Jim Crow” laws —and 

established the “separate but equal” 
doctrine that would stand for the next 

six decades.



Georgia Laws, 1870, p. 57. Sec 32.



Separate 
but Equal?

Local school boards allocated funds on an 
unequal basis, often illegally skirting the 
United States Supreme Court decision, Plessy 
v. Ferguson. The 1896 Plessy ruling required 
that all public accommodations must be 
separate and equal. 

Black schools almost always had insufficient 
facilities.  In some cases, they did not have 
any facilities at all.





Public School 
Teachers 
Minimum 

Salary, 1937‐
1938



Avg. Annual Salary for Teachers ‐ 1938
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Pumped Drinking Water ‐ 1938

60%

40%

WHITE SCHOOLS
Yes No

5%

95%

BLACK SCHOOLS
Yes No
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black schools white schools
1938 $                       9.27  $                     24.84 
1945 $                       6.19  $                   139.70 
1949 $                     20.52  $                   158.51 
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Northern 
Philanthropy

Northern philanthropists led efforts 
to reform black education in the 
South during the Jim Crow era. The 
Rosenwald Fund was among the 
most influential school reform 
programs. 



Northern 
Philanthropy

Educational foundations developed that contributed to 
African American education in the south

Northern Benevolent Institutions and churches
Northern Baptist missionaries
American Missionary Association (AMA)
John L. Slater Fund (1882-1937) Teacher training, salaries, and school 
facilities
Anna T. Jeanes Fund (1908-1968) Hire black teachers and supervisors 
and improve schools
General Education Board The Board was created in 1902 after John D. 
Rockefeller [Standard Oil] donated an initial $1,000,000 dollars to its 
cause. 1903-1964 grants for academic buildings, research programs, 
faculty improvements, modernize farming practices
Peabody Education Fund (1867-1914) George Peabody financier and 
philanthropist The main purpose of the fund was to aid elementary 
education by strengthening existing schools. Because it was restricted 
from founding new schools
Julius Rosenwald Fund (1912-1932) School building fund















1949: 
School 
equalization 
program

Herman E. Talmadge

Funds for school equalization 
program

“Separate‐but‐equal”

Minimum Foundation 
Program



Minimum Foundation Program









Equalization 
Schools—
1952 Plan





1947: Improving Conditions in Elementary schools by Helen A. Whiting
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order to 
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Anticipating Desegregation 



Education in 
1954

By 1954 transition from 11th to 12 
grade

1953‐1954: $190 per white student 
and $132 per black student in average 
daily attendance

Improved schools replaced older, 
inadequate buildings.





• “As long as I am your 
governor, Negroes will 
not be admitted to 
white schools in 
Georgia.”

‐‐ Herman Talmadge, 
governor of Georgia, 1948‐
1955

• Marvin Griffin running 
for governor in 1954: 
"Social equality is 
impossible. The schools 
are not going to be 
mixed come hell or high 
water."





Brown v. Board of Education

Brown v. Board of Education of 
Topeka was a landmark 1954 
Supreme Court case in which 
the justices ruled unanimously 

that racial segregation of 
children in public schools was 

unconstitutional.

Brown v. Board of Education was 
one of the cornerstones of the 
civil rights movement and 

helped establish the precedent 
that “separate‐but‐equal” 

education and other services 
were not, in fact, equal at all.



For 
Desegregation 
– July 13, 1954



Integration 
too soon, 
May 29, 
1954



Marvin Griffin vows to preserve 
segregation – May 26, 1954



“Separate but Equal” 
segregation ‐‐May 
30, 1954



“Separate but Equal” 
segregation ‐‐May 
30, 1954



Brown II ‐‐ 1955

• “With All Deliberate Speed”

• The Brown decision declared the system of 
legal segregation unconstitutional. But the 
Court ordered only that the states end 
segregation with “all deliberate speed.” 



An Act segregating schools – no funds for desegregated schools



Georgia’s Response to Supreme Court decision– State 
Power to Block Federal Action  ‐‐ if forced to segregate
1954 passed by Georgia voters: The Private School Plan: authorized the payment of tuition grants to parents of students who 
wanted to spend in private schools of their choice

Terminated state funding for desegregated schools and authorized the governor to close such schools

Closed schools and facilities to be leased for private schools

Extended teacher retirement benefits for teachers in private schools

The governor given the authority to suspend compulsory attendance laws

General Assembly provided specific punishments for any peace officer who refuses to enforce segregation

Created the Georgia Education Commission (Sibley Commission) to plot ways to keep schools segregated



Georgia’s 
Response: 
Segregation 
Amendment



Segregation 
Amendment 

Passed



The 
Segregation 
Amendment 
passed by a 
slim margin





1957 – Legal 
segregation

• 1957: Education [State Code] No 
public funds to be allocated to non‐
segregated schools. Penalty: felony. 



Help Our 
Public 

Education 
(HOPE)



Southern 
Manifesto
March 12, 
1956

• During 1956, a group of Southern 
senators and congressmen signed 
the “Southern Manifesto,” vowing 
resistance to racial integration by 
all “lawful means.” 



Southern 
Manifesto

The manifesto was signed by 19 US Senators and 82 
Representatives from the South. 

The signatories included the entire Congressional delegations 
from Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South 
Carolina, and Virginia, most of the members 
from Florida and North Carolina, and several members 
from Tennessee and Texas. 

All of them were from former Confederate states.Ninety‐nine 
were Democrats; two were Republicans.



Key quotes from the 
Southern Manifesto

• "This unwarranted exercise of power by the 

Court, contrary to the Constitution, is creating 

chaos and confusion in the States principally 

affected. It is destroying the amicable 

relations between the white and Negro races 

that have been created through 90 years of 

patient effort by the good people of both 

races. It has planted hatred and suspicion 

where there has been heretofore friendship 

and understanding."



Citizens Councils





1959 – Court Orders Integration
• In 1959 U.S. District Court judge Frank Hooper 
ruled Atlanta's segregated public school system 
unconstitutional and ordered it integrated. 

• Judge Hooper, however, delayed the implementation of 
the order for one year to give state authorities time to 
develop a desegregation plan.



Court Orders Integration

• This decision presented a problem to state leaders who, 
after the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision, had 
determinedly resisted desegregation by passing measures 
designed to fight the integration of Georgia's schools, 
including a constitutional amendment forcing the governor 
to cut off state funding to any school that desegregated



1960 – The Sibley Commission

In 1960 Georgia governor Ernest Vandiver Jr., forced to decide between 
closing public schools or complying with a federal order to desegregate 
them, tapped state representative George Busbee to introduce legislation 
creating the General Assembly Committee on Schools.

Commonly known as the Sibley Commission, the committee was charged 
with gathering state residents' sentiments regarding desegregation and 
reporting back to the governor. 

Governor Vandiver chose John Sibley to head the commission. A respected 
Atlanta businessman, lawyer, and president of the University of Georgia 
Alumni Association, Sibley was selected in part because of his opposition to 
integration

The report issued by the Sibley Commission helped avoid a showdown 
between Gov. Vandiver and the federal government.

https://digitalcommons.law.uga.edu/portrait/13/



Moderate Approach 
= Limited 
Desegregation



Sibley Commission 
and slow 
integration

• Gov. Ernest Vandiver on January 18, 
1961, introduced a bill that 
repealed laws designed to cut off funds 
for both the university and public 
schools.
• Adopted the recommendations of 
the Sibley Commission. The bill passed 
on January 31, and the Atlanta school 
system officially desegregated the 
following autumn. 



Atlanta schools desegregation
On August 30th, 1961, nine students, Thomas Franklin Welch, Madelyn Patricia Nix, 
Willie Jean Black, Donita Gaines, Arthur Simmons, Lawrence Jefferson, Mary James 
McMullen, Martha Ann Holmes and Rosalyn Walton became the first African American 
students to attend several of APS’ all white high schools.

By May of 1961, 300 transfer forms had been given to black students interested in 
transferring out of their high schools. 132 students actually applied. Of those, 10 were 
chosen and 9 braved the press, onlookers and insults to integrate Atlanta’s all white high 
schools.



The Atlanta 9

Brown High School. Courtesy of Georgia State 
University

Northside High School. Courtesy of 
Georgia State University

Grady High School. Courtesy of thesouthernoronline.com
Murphy High School. Courtesy of 
Atlanta History Center

*Thomas Franklin Welch and *Madelyn 
Patricia Nix, who integrated Brown High 
School

Willie Jean Black, Donita Gaines and Arthur 
Simmons, who integrated Northside High 
School

Lawrence Jefferson and *Mary James 
McMullen‐Francis, who integrated Grady 
High School

*Martha Ann Holmes‐Jackson and *Rosalyn 
Walton‐Lees, who integrated Murphy High 
School (now Crim High School).





“You bought this house to 
chase a dream,” Jinx said, “But 
for some of the women who 
lived here, that dream was a 
nightmare.  If they could live 
through all that crap, don’t you 
think the least we can do is 
read about it, know about it?  
Isn’t it honoring their memory 
to be a witness for their 
lives?...”

Pg 167


