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INTRODUCTION

The  Catho lic Church has b e e n ke e p ing  
re cord s, p articularly on the  re ce p tion of 
sacrame nts b ut also  on anything  that 
would  conne ct to  a p e rson’s canonical 
(le g al) status, fo r ce nturie s; this has 
b e e n more  close ly re g ulate d  since  the  
Council o f Tre nt in the  mid -sixte e nth 
ce ntury. 
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What records 
are kept?
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Can. 535 §1. Each parish is to have parochial registers, that is, those of baptisms, marriages, deaths, and others as prescribed 
by the conference of bishops or the diocesan bishop. The pastor is to see to it that these registers are accurately inscribed and 
carefully preserved.

§2. In the baptismal register are also to be noted confirmation and those things which pertain to the canonical status of the 
Christian faithful by reason of marriage, without prejudice to the prescript of can. 1133, of adoption, of the reception of 
sacred orders, of perpetual profession made in a religious institute, and of change of rite. These notations are always to be 
noted on a baptismal certificate.

§3. Each parish is to have its own seal. Documents regarding the canonical status of the Christian faithful and all acts which 
can have juridic importance are to be signed by the pastor or his delegate and sealed with the parochial seal.

§4. In each parish there is to be a storage area, or archive, in which the parochial registers are protected along with letters of 
bishops and other documents which are to be preserved for reason of necessity or advantage. The pastor is to take care that 
all of these things, which are to be inspected by the diocesan bishop or his delegate at the time of visitation or at some other 
opportune time, do not come into the hands of outsiders.

§5. Older parochial registers are also to be carefully protected according to the prescripts of particular law.
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Records
baptism

 Re g iste r e ntry vs. ce rtificate

 Source  and  information re cord e d

 Ad op tion issue s

 Annotations

marriage

 Marriag e  vs. convalid ation, sanation

 Notification of church of b ap tism

 Disp e nsations and  Pe rmissions

 Source  and  information re cord e d
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Records
death

 Source  of information

 Information to  b e  re cord e d

 Cre mation

 No notification to  church of b ap tism

other

 First Communion

 Confirmation

 Mod e rn re g iste rs (RCIA)
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Where are records kept?

parish

 Sacrame ntal re cord s
 Lang uag e  issue s
 Close d , me rg e d , and  d ivid e d  p arishe s
 Chap laincie s
 Military familie s [Archd ioce se  o f Military Se rvice s]

diocesan

 Jud icial re cord s, e sp . De clarations o f nullity
 O rd ination
 Re lig ious O rd e rs, Re lig ious Cong re g ations, Socie tie s o f Ap osto lic 

Life
 Ce ntralisations o f Re cord  ke e p ing

Roman curia
 Earlie st re cord s are  from the  fifte e nth ce ntury
 Ap osto lic Pe nite ntiary
 Limitations on acce ss, b ut op e n to  re search and  scholarship  afte r 

ab out 100 years (with exce p tions)
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Vatican archives
The Holy [apostolic] see

 Has functione d  in se ve ral d iffe re nt cap acitie s
 Comp licate d  org anisation
 Bulk of the  Archive s p e rtain to  the  p e riod  

from the  sixte e nth ce ntury to  the  p re se nt
 The  Vatican Archive s Pro je ct o f the  Unive rsity 

o f Michig an

Important archives

 The  historical archive s of the  Cong re g azione  p e r 
l’e vang e lizzazione  d e i p op oli (p op ularly known as the  
Cong re g ation “d e  Prop ag and a Fid e ”)

 Trib unals (Rota Romana, Sig natura, Ap osto lic Pe nite ntiary)

 NO ACCESS to  mod e rn cong re g ations or to  the  Holy 
Office  (the  Roman Inq uisition)
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Vatican 
archives
Francis X. Blouin, J r., g e ne ral e d ito r; Vatican 
Archives: An Inventory and  Guide  to Historical 
Documents of the  Holy See .  Ne w York: Oxford  
Unive rsity Pre ss, 1998.
O rg anize d  into  re late d  ag e ncy g roup s, it includ e s 
ap p roximate ly 500 e ntrie s that d e scrib e  the  p urp ose  
and  working s o f each ad ministrative  ag e ncy of the  
Vatican and  the  official re cord s it p rod uce s-- the  ve ry 
re cord s that now constitute  the  archive s. Se rving  as a  
re search tool that p rovid e s a syste matic and  p re viously 
unavailab le  ove rvie w of the  archive s, this b ook 
e nhance s and  exp e d iate s acce ss b y scholars in a  
b road  rang e  of d iscip line s.
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accessibility

PLANNING

public

Sacrame ntal Re cord s are  
p ub lic in that, le g ally, 
the y will stand  as valid , 
authe ntic e vid e nce  whe n 
an ap p rop riate  civil 
re cord  d oe s no t exist. 1

DEcentralisation

Sacrame ntal re g iste rs are  
no t op e n to  examination 
b y anyone  exce p t 
authorize d  church and  
p arish p e rsonne l.

3

private

Sacrame ntal re cord s are  
p rivate  in that the y are  
create d  in circumstance s 
p re sume d  to  b e  p e rsonal 
and  confid e ntial. 

2

Luck
Anyone  may ob tain an 
authe nticate d  ce rtificate  of 
his/he r own sacrame ntal re cord , 
and  with p rop e r id e ntification, 
ce rtificate s of d ire ct re lative s or 
le g al d e p e nd e nts. 4
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THANK YOU

w. Becket soule, op

wbsoule1620@gmail.com
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