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Georgia’s Public 
Libraies Have that

Exploration of Genealogy and Family History 
resources in Georgia’s public libraries.
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Two Family Stories

Jimmy Carter
https://dlg.usg.edu/record/nge_ngen_m -972

Lucy Craft Laney
https://dlg.usg.edu/record/dlg_fpro_laney19331026



Overview

01

hub
GPLS and ASDI
Introduction to Georgia Public 
Library Service and Archival 
Services & Digital Initiatives.

02

inventory_2
Special Collections 
In Public Libraries
Exploration of genealogy, 
archival holdings, community 
history, and physical formats.

03

collections
Digitized 
Collections in the 
DLG
Accessing local historic items 
and online primary sources 
through Digital Library of 
Georgia.



Georgia Public Library Service 
empowers libraries to improve 
the lives of all Georgians.
We achieve our mission by:
• Providing and encouraging visionary leadership;

• Ensuring equal access to information and technology;

• Promoting the value and joy of lifelong reading and learning; and

• Facilitating collaboration and innovation in the broader library 
community.



Archival Services and Digital Initiatives



Special Collections in Public Libraries

family_history
Genealogy
Trace lineage and family 
heritage through historical 
records.

● Books

● Family Files

● Local Genealogy 
Collections 

inventory_2 Archival
Preserving primary source 
documentation and civic 
memory.

● Business Collections

● Government Records

● Family Papers

● Photograph Collections

Media & Formats
Digital: Digitized Collections, Native 
Digital Collections
Physical: Objects, Art & Ephemera
Files: Vertical Files & Pamphlets



What ASDI helps libraries and communities with

collections
Digitization
Services to expand digital 
access to local collections.

● Digikits

● Digitization 
Support

● Digital Collection 
Usage

inventory_2
Special 
Collections
Support & management 
for library holdings.

● Collection 
Management

● Preservation 
Support

● Archival 
Processing

● Grant Support

groups
Community 
History
Programming & local 
narrative preservation.

● Oral History

● Community 
Projects

● Exhibits

school
Education
Ongoing professional 
training & skill 
development.

● Continuing 
Education

● Workshops & 
Training



So How Does That Help Genealogists?

manage_search Descriptions & 
Indexes
Collection listings and guides available in public 
libraries.

● Finding Aids @ Georgia Public Libraries

● Memory Labs

● DigiKits

folder_shared Digitized Projects
Direct online access to primary historical source 
materials.

● Newspapers

● Family Papers and Family History

● Photos, Postcards and other visual material



Finding Aids @ Georgia Public Libraries

https://aspace-gpls.galileo.usg.edu/


Georgia’s Treasures Dashboard

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNzEwMWVmOWQtNDJhNy00ZDZmLWI3YzQtZTFkZGQ5MzUzMWJlIiwidCI6IjQ3MTFmODc3LWZiM2EtNGYxMS1hYWFiLTNjNDk2ODAwYzIzZCIsImMiOjN9


What kind of collections do public libraries have?

folder_special
Family Vertical Files
Surname records, newspaper 
clippings, and local family research 
files.

find_in_page
Obituary Indexes
Searchable indexes and death notices 
clipped from local newspapers.

description
African American Funeral 
Program Collections
Rich biographical records, family 
trees, and community keepsakes.

mic
Oral Histories
Audio interviews and first -hand 
accounts documenting local heritage.

collections
Image Collections
Historical photographs, glass 
negatives, and digitized regional 
prints.

auto_awesome
Postcard Collections & 
More
Vintage view cards, ephemera, 
yearbooks, and county records.



Lucy Craft Laney
Pioneering Educator & Civil Rights Leader

school
Haines Normal School
Founder & Principal in Augusta 
(1883–1933). Deve loped into a 
prominent  st at e -chart e red 
inst it ut ion.

stars
Community Firsts
Created the  first  kindergart en and 
nursing t raining program for 
African Americans in Augusta.

history_edu
Higher Education
Member of t he  inaugural 
graduat ing class of At lanta 
University (now Clark At lanta 
University).

map
Statewide Impact
Taught  extensive ly throughout  
Georgia, including Macon, 
Milledgeville , Savannah & Augusta.



African American Funeral Programs



Senior Class and Faculty of Lucy Craft Laney High 
School, Augusta, Georgia (1954, 1961, 1963)

https://aspace-gpls.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/11/resources/741
https://aspace-gpls.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/11/resources/741


Mrs. Rebecca 
Gray Zealy



Senior Class and Faculty of Lucy Craft Laney High 
School, Augusta, Georgia (1954, 1961, 1963)

https://aspace-gpls.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/11/resources/741
https://aspace-gpls.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/11/resources/741


Jimmy Carter
Public Service

GA Governor
1971–1975

U.S. President
1977–1981

Background & Legacy

• Humanitarian
• Veteran
• Farmer



Nearest 
collection -
Where’s Jimmy?



Andrew Young On Jimmy Carter



So Public Libraries in GA
RESOURCE VARIETY

Available Collections

● Family history collections

● Funeral Programs

● City Directories

● And more

RESEARCH REALITY

Dig a Little Deeper

Not always perfect for finding 
what you are looking for right 
away.

Successful discovery often 
requires patience and exploring 
multiple angles.

THE BIGGER PICTURE

Building Full Life Stories

Think about collections for 
building a full life story of a 
person or family.



Questions
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