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HISTORIC 
COURTS: 

WHAT DID 
EACH 

COURT 
HANDLE?

Superior Court

1789-1868
• Inferior Court

1851-1974
•Ordinary Court 

1974-
Present

•Probate Court 

1777-
present



SUPER IOR COURTS  
WERE  ESTABL ISHED 

BY THE  1777  
GEORGIA  

CONSTITUTION.

Superior Court

1789-1868
• Inferior Court

1851-1974
• Ordinary Court 

1974-
Present

• Probate Court 

1777-
present

• Criminal cases
• Divorces
• Land 
• Equity



• Georgia Superior Courts
https://georgiasuperiorcourts.org/

• GA counties are divided into circuits
• Held court at least twice a year in each county

Superior Court

The Home 
Journal. 

March 28, 
1918



THE  INFER IOR 
COURT WAS 

CREATED BY THE  
JUDIC IARY ACT 

1789 , AND 
ABOL ISHED BY THE  

1868  GEORGIA  
CONSTITUTION.

Superior Court

1789-1868
• Inferior Court

1851-1974
• Ordinary 

Court 

1974-
Present

• Probate 
Court 

1777-
present

• County funds
• Support of the poor 
• Roads, bridges, and 

ferries
• Regulation of slaves

• Estates 
• Marriage and other 

licenses
• Civil cases



AN AMENDMENT 
TO THE  GEORGIA  

CONSTITUTION IN  
1851  TRANSFERRED 
JUR ISD ICT ION OF 

ESTATES  FROM THE  
INFER IOR COURT 

TO THE  ORDINARY.

Superior Court

1789-1868

• Inferior 
Court

1851-1974
• Ordinary Court 

1974-
Present

• Probate 
Court 

1777-
present

• Marriage 
licenses

• Apprenticeships 
• Lunacy cases 
• Estates 

• County funds 
(after 1868)



A 
CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT, 
APPROVED IN  1974 , 

CHANGED THE  
T ITLE  OF  

ORDINARY TO 
PROB ATE  JUDGE .

Superior Court

1789-1868
• Inferior Court

1851-1974

• Ordinary 
Court 

1974-
Present

• Probate Court 

1777-
present

• Estates
• Marriage and other licenses
• appointment of guardians
• Involuntary hospitalizations



• For more information about the history of the Georgia Court System:

•The Creation of a Judicial System: the
History of Georgia Courts, 1733 to present

•by Erwin C. Surrency. 2001



EXAMPLES OF 
HISTORIC 
COUNTY 
RECORDS



Superior Court

• Deeds

• Divorces

• Criminal and civil case files

• Superior Court minutes



• Clayton County Deed Book B, page 40. 1872

County Superior Court

Parties buying/
selling land

Description 
of the land-
including 
land 
lot/town lot, 
boundaries 
and 
sometimes 
previous 
land owner’s 
names

Deeds



County Superior Court

Divorce records

1793-1833:
• Georgia Laws
• County Superior 

Court records

1833-Present:
• County Superior 

Court

Verdict in divorce case Monroe County Superior 
Court, Head v Head, 1846

Georgia Laws, 1797



• Civil and Criminal Case Files

County Superior Court

• Dated mostly from 
the 1800s 

• Not available for all 
counties

• Not available online 
(though name 
inventories may be 
available in our online 
Finding Aids)



County Superior Court

Bench Warrant for the 
State vs. Poleman 
Dorsett, Jasper County, 
Superior court case file, 
#2622, April term 1871



• Octavia Zeigler v. Greene Culverhouse, petition, 1869. Heard by the Crawford County Superior Court 
(Macon Circuit)- this copy filed in Misc. Records of the Inferior Court, (RG 139-2-1)



... [Octavia] with her sister and brother, all being children of Mary 
Zeigler then a slave of said William Zeigler, by the said William, their 
father as [Octavia] is informed, believes and charges, was directed to 
be removed for her freedom, maintenance and education to some 
State where, she, with her brother William Henry and sister Melinda 
Ann, could be lawfully manumitted and educated; and by the fifth item 
of said will ... the sum of thirty thousand dollars was 
bequeathed … in trust for [Octavia], the interest thereof to be 
annually applied to the maintenance and education of [Octavia] in 
such free state, and the principal to be paid to her on her attaining the 
age of twenty one years.

... That the said Green P. Culverhouse having been 
thus appointed Trustee and … received the said 
sum of thirty thousand dollars so 
bequeathed to [Octavia Zeigler] … that the 
said Green P. hath wholly failed to discharge his 
duties as such Trustee … that he hath not paid 
… to her … or any part thereof for many 
years but hath wholly neglected and refused to do 
so … but hath managed the same for his own 
benefit … and will give [Octavia and her mother 
and their solicitor] no account of what he has 
done with the principal sum ….



Crawford County Superior Court 
minutes, March term 1875, page 221.



Copy of Superior Court Brief found in the Supreme Court 
Case File, 1910, A-32055 Hunter v State



Probate Court/
Ordinary Court/ Inferior Court

• Estate records

• Marriage Records



Give description or location of land owned. 
Look for number of acres and lot and district 
numbers.

Indicate family relationships

Wills: Disposes of property and names executor; may also.....

Before emancipation in 1865, wills 
may list names of slaves and 
sometimes relationships between 
slaves. Inventory and appraisements 
may also list slaves by name.

County Probate Court – Estate Records



Excerpt from a Guardianship record 
from Oglethorpe County, 1828 

Excerpt from a Widow’s support record 
from Oglethorape County, 1908 

County Probate Court – Estate Records

Guardianship records: Lists 
minor orphans of the 
deceased and names 
their guardian(s)

Widow’s/Year’s 
Support: Lists property 
available for the support of 
the widow- may name 
children



Excerpt from inventory and appraisement of Doctor George Gaterese's personal property, from Chatham county, 1804

Inventory and 
Appraisement:
List of property 
and its value

County Probate Court – Estate Records



County Probate Court – Estate Records

Annual Return: Lists transactions during the year to 
settle the estate

Administrator Bonds/Letters/Appointment: 
Names the administrator(s) of the estate

Vouchers and Receipts: Names of heirs signing for 
their share of estate



Marriage certificates

• 1805-1900: Georgia Archives 
county microfilm collection and 
familysearch.org

County Probate Court – Marriage Records



WHERE TO 
ACCESS 

COUNTY 
RECORDS

• Familysearch.org
• GA Archives 

microfilm

Before 
1900?

• County 
Courthouse

After 
1900?

Very broadly speaking...



EXCEPTION: 
COURT HOUSE 

DISASTERS

• Check the Georgia Archives 
County Records on Microfilm 
Index (Virtual Vault).

• Georgia Courthouse Disasters, by 
Paul K. Graham (available at 
Georgia Archives Search Room 
library)

"Some time around midnight on Thursday, January 24, 1856, a fire 
broke out in the Burke County courthouse in Waynesboro. The 
building burned to the ground, taking with it the vast majority of 
county records. . . . Burke County's record losses are considered 
among the worst in Georgia."
- Georgia Courthouse Disasters, by Paul K. Graham

C
ou

nt
y 

R
ec

or
ds

 o
n 

M
ic

ro
fil

m
In

de
x 

(V
ir

tu
al

 V
au

lt)

Fire destroyed Troup Co. 
Courthouse, Nov. 5, 1936.

Vanishing Georgia, trp202.



EXCEPTION: 
SOME POST 1900 

RECORDS ON 
FILM

• Check the County Records on 
Microfilm Index to see what 
records are available before 
making a trip to the county 
courthouse.



C O U N T Y  R E C O R D S  O N  F A M I L Y S E A R C H ( O N L I N E C O L L E C T I O N )


Captured with Snagit 2020.1.6.11106  







familysearch

GA Archives Microfilm Collection



MICROFILM 
LIBRARY AT GA 

ARCHIVES

Using microfilm on-site

• Scan to a personal flashdrive
for free

• Prints are 30 cents a page

• To find microfilm locations use 
microfilm card catalog



A C C E S S I N G  C O U N T Y  R E C O R D S  O N  M I C R O F I L M  I N D E X


Captured with Snagit 2020.1.6.11106  







C O U N T Y  R E C O R D S  O N  M I C R O F I L M  ( O N L I N E C O L L E C T I O N )


Captured with Snagit 2020.1.6.11106  







QUESTIONS?

GEORGIA ARCHIVES

GEORGIA ARCHIVES
5800 Jonesboro Road 
Morrow, Georgia 30260
678-364-3710
www.GeorgiaArchives.org
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