
MIGRATION AND 
SETTLEMENT IN EARLY 

GEORGIA
July 10, 2020

Georgia Archives Lunch and Learn

1Georgia Archives



MIGRATIONS PRIOR TO GEORGIA, 
TOMOCHICHI AS AN EXAMPLE

• Native Migrations

• Diseases

• Trade opportunities/ trade 
dependencies

• Warfare
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Detail of entry for August 23, 1739, Transactions of the Trustees of Georgia (Egmont’s Journals), Page 91, 
General Trustee Records, Colony of Georgia, RG 049-02-019, Georgia Archives, ah00421Georgia Archives



Distribution of Indian Tribes in the Southeast, ca, 1715, Surveyor General, Historic Map File, 3-8-65 (redrawn from 
original held at the British Archives)
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ENSLAVED AFRICAN PEOPLES 
SEEKING AND OBTAINING FREEDOM

Account of the Battle of Bloody Marsh, 1742, page 7, ah00634, 
Georgia Records from Duke University,  Acc. 1988-0015M, 
Georgia Archives
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IDEA BEHIND GEORGIA

• Oglethorpe and the Trustees

• Debtors and “Deserving Poor”

• Reform-minded

• Smallholding farmers that could provide their own defense

• Military buffer

6Extract of Oglethorpe to Trustees, June 29, 1741, Transactions of the Trustees of Georgia (Egmont’s Journals), Page 
1A, General Trustee Records, Colony of Georgia, RG 049-02-019, Georgia Archives, ah00422Georgia Archives



FIRST ENGLISH SETTLERS, TRUSTEE ERA, 
1732-1752

• Set Sail in 1732 120 charity colonists 
and Oglethorpe himself

• Slave labor?
• Banned

• London settlers dominate first group 
• Push Factors

• Subsidized by Trustees

• Disease

• Trustee Era ~3,000 settlers
• Most come directly from Europe

Map of Savannah, 1734, hpc1496, Historic Postcard Collection, RG 48-
2-5, Georgia Archives 7Georgia Archives



FIRST NON-TRUSTEE SETTLERS:
JEWISH REFUGEES

• July 11, 1733

• Dr. Samuel Nunes

• Assist the Colony

• Diverse backgrounds
• Sephardic or Ashkenazi

• War of Jenkin’s Ear, 1740s
Detail of the Royal Charter of the Colony of Georgia, page 132 (image 12 of 
16), ah00774, Trustees, Colony of Georgia, RG 49-2-18, Georgia Archives

8Georgia Archives



SALZBURGERS

• Expelled from Austrian principality 
of Salzburg, 1731

• German Lutheran

• George II, 1734

• Ebenezer

• Other German Protestants too

• Model Colonists

• End of Trustee Era to Revolutionary 
Era

Jerusalem (Ebenezer) Church, near Savannah, Ga., hpc0859, Historic 
Postcard Collection, RG 48-2-5, Georgia Archives
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MORAVIANS

• German-speaking Protestants, 
Modern Czech Republic

• Arrive in Georgia, 1735

• Savannah

• Plans for subsequent immigrants

• Small numbers, short stay in Georgia 
but…

Gordon County, Oothcaloga Moravian Mission, 
gor322, Vanishing Georgia, Georgia Archives, 
University System of Georgia
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HIGHLAND SCOTS

• Refugees of a different 
sort

• Prized soldiers

• Altamaha River, Darien

• War of Jenkin’s Ear, 1740s

• Deep connections to 
area McIntosh County

Detail of Military Strategies to defeat 
the Spanish, 1740, ah00641, Georgia 
Records from Duke University, 1988-
0015m, Georgia Archives
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END OF TRUSTEE ERA
NEW SETTLERS

• Slavery ban widely supported

• Malcontents

• William Stephens and large land 
grants

• Slavery ban ends, 1750; Trustee 
era ends 1752

• New Migration patterns
Jonathan Bryan Plat, 1755, CWPBryanJonathan04a, Surveyor General, 
Survey Records, Colonial Plats and Warrants, RG 3-3-56, Georgia Archives
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ENSLAVED PERSONS

• First waves with Planters

• From Africa

• From Caribbean

• Labor intensive rice plantations

• Runaways

Proclamation of March 6, 1769, vol1-3095, 133, 
Proclamations, Assembly, Colony of Georgia, RG 49-
1-11, Georgia Archives
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CLOSING OF THE COLONIAL ERA

• Large landowners/ planters 
dominate

• African slavery quickly entrenched

• Smallholders often on marginal 
lands

• Vagabond/ debt laws

• Settlers from Georgia and other 
colonies encroaching on Indian 
lands

Proclamation of June 24, 1763, vol1-3095, 75, 
Proclamations, Assembly, Colony of Georgia, RG 49-1-11, 
Georgia Archives 14Georgia Archives



POPULATION, SUBSEQUENT 
MIGRATIONS, CONCLUSIONS

• 17532,381 European, 1,061 African 
descended, 3,442 total

• 17616,100 European, 3,600 African 
descended, 9,700 total

• 177312,000 European, 11,000 African 
descended, ~23,000 total

• Conclusions

• Reform-minded beginnings

• Some successes, some malcontented 
settlers

• Trustee to Royal era  big shifts

• Revolution and After
• More settlement in Georgia

• Land Frauds

• Georgia as a jumping off place
15Georgia Archives



RESOURCES FOR CONTINUING 
RESEARCH

• Candler, The Colonial Records of the State of Georgia

• Coulter and Saye, A List of the Early Settlers of Georgia
(Athens: Univ. of Georgia Press, 1949)

• Fries, The Moravians in Georgia, 1735-1740 (Baltimore, 
Genealogical Pub. Co., 1967; reprint from 1905)

• Jones, The Salzburger Saga: Religious Exiles and Other 
Germans along the Savannah (Athens: University of 
Georgia Press, 1984)

• Parker, Scottish Highlanders in Colonial Georgia: The 
Recruitment, Emigration, and Settlement at Darien, 1735-
1748 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1997)

• Betty Wood, Slavery in Colonial Georgia, 1730-1775
(Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1984)

• And many more…

• Virtual Vault

• Ad Hoc Collection limit to “Colonial Era”

• Colonial Conveyances

• Colonial Estate Records

• Colonial Plats and Warrants

• Colonial Will Books

• Colonial Wills

• Ask us in the Reference Room, Contact us via Ask an 
Archivist or 770-364-3710
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